
Time  to  make  a  difference!

Information
Pack 

Youth Cabinet Elections

Becoming  a  Youth 

 Cabinet  Member!

2021 

Youth  Voice  Matters

/esyc.official @east_sussex_youth_cabinet @EastSussexYC



THIS  IS  YOUR  GUIDE  TO

BECOMING  A  YOUTH  CABINET

MEMBER

What  kind  of  person  makes  a

good  Youth  Cabinet  Member?

Absolutely anyone! 

You don’t need to be an A grade
student! You will learn loads,
receive training, get lots of
support from adult workers and
make new friends! 

You DO NEED to attend most
meetings and be committed to
representing the views of other
young people as well as bringing
your own ideas. 

 If you have an opinion and want
to find out what other young
people think – then you have
what it takes!

To  stand  for  election

1. Read this information pack 

2. Talk to your parent/carer about this

opportunity and the commitment of the role 

3. Think about why you want to become a

Youth Cabinet member, the skills/experience

you have to offer and how you might tackle a

youth issue – see page 10
4. Talk to your school’s member of staff with

responsibility for managing the Youth

Cabinet election

Any questions? 

Contact:
participation.team@eastsussex.gov.uk 
01273 335250

That's  it!
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What  is  East  Sussex 

 Youth  Cabinet?

research 

working with experts to understand

youth issues 

consulting with young people and adults

making sure views are listened to and
acted upon by decision-makers to
influence change

The East Sussex Youth Cabinet is a group of
11-18 year olds who campaign on the issues
of importance to other young people in East
Sussex. 

Their role is to highlight issues voted in by
young people during the UK Youth
Parliament Make Your Mark ballot and
contribute to the priorities of public sector
organisations in East Sussex, such as the
local authorities, NHS and others. This is
achieved by: 

Being part of Youth Cabinet is a very
rewarding process – for you and for
the wider community. Members find
lots of creative, exciting ways to
bring their campaigns to life – for
example, film-making and using
social media is central! 

Members don’t do this alone. They
have plenty of training and support
from trained youth workers. They
receive recognition for their
achievements and earn references
for CVs, college and university
applications. East Sussex Youth
Cabinet and UK Youth Parliament
are non party-political. 

To see examples of previous
Youth Cabinet work visit: 
eastsussex.gov.uk/youthcabinet
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Uk  Youth  Parliament  

(UKYP)

Supported by the British Youth Council,
UKYP provides additional opportunities for
11-18 year olds to use their voice in creative
ways to bring about social change. 

East Sussex has three members of UKYP 
 who are elected by Youth Cabinet members  
for one year. This role provides many
opportunities to link up with other young
people, from across the South East and
nationally, to work on projects and
campaigns set out by UKYP. 

This is a great platform to voice the concerns
and opinions of East Sussex young people to
government leaders, MPs and senior
providers of services in the County Council. 

As a member of the UKYP you will attend the
Annual Sitting,  London conventions and
take part in the House of Commons debate 
 at the Palace of Westminster. 

Your role is to represent young people in
your school, college or local area at a
national level, by including their views and
experiences in the lead UKYP campaigns and
involve wider Youth Cabinet members in
this.

For more information on the UKYP visit :
www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk

If you are elected on to the East Sussex
Youth Cabinet you will also have a
chance to become a UKYP member!
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To represent and work with young people in your school, college or
local area, by communicating their views and experiences to
decision-makers

To commit to working on campaigns for two years, by attending
meetings in Eastbourne in-person and online (public transport
travel and refreshments to meetings are paid for by the county
council)

To communicate regularly with the participation workers that
support your campaigning activities via email

To ensure you consider your public profile, as a representative of
children and young people

To support and promote equality

To actively take forward campaigns voted by other young people

To complete campaign work on your own, as well as in a group, and
contribute in meetings

To take up training, support and guidance by professionals

To give your views and ideas to develop campaign work

 

  

 

Your  role  as  a Youth  Cabinet  Member
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Youth  Cabinet  key  Dates

7th December 2021: Welcome Evening at ESCC, County Hall
in Lewes

16th January 2022: Youth Cabinet meeting at the Archery
Youth Centre in Eastbourne

17th February 2022: Youth Cabinet meeting at the Archery
Youth Centre in Eastbourne

3rd March 2022: Make Your Mark results
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Youth Cabinet members with Huw Merriman MP (host of
House of Commons Democracy Award event, 2019);

former Cllr Sylvia Tidy; and Cllr Bob Standley



The Youth Cabinet election takes place within your school, college or local area
and is managed by staff in that setting; usually taking place between September
and November.

Once you have been elected your school or college will collect your contact
details and parent/carer consent, send to the Equality, Participation and
Strategic Partnerships Team who will then get in touch with you directly. 

You and your family will be invited to the Welcome Evening on Tuesday 7th
December at County Hall in Lewes.  

The event will give you an opportunity to meet the team that will support you
for the next two years.  It will also be a chance to meet former Youth Cabinet
members who will present their campaign achievements and welcome you to
your new exciting position.  This is also an opportunity to meet senior decision-
makers who will support your work in the Youth Cabinet - this includes Cllr Bob
Bowdler, Lead Member for Children and Families; Cllr Bob Standley, Lead
Member for Education and iSEND; Becky Shaw, Chief Executive for Children
Services;  Alison Jeffery, Director of Children Services;  Atiya Gourlay, Equality,
Participation and Strategic Partnerships Lead; and the Participation Workers
who will be your main contacts.

If you have any queries about the election process please speak to your  school/college in the
first instance or contact us on the details below...

The  Election  and  next  steps

Equality, Participation and Strategic Partnerships Team 
01273 335250 

participation.team@eastsussex.gov.uk 

8



Meet  the  Equality,  Participation  and

Strategic  parternships  Team

Atiya Gourlay
Lead - Equality, Participation and Strategic Partnerships

Nic Bryson
Equality and Participation Officer (Interim)

Tom Goulden
Participation Worker

Rania van den Ouweland
Administrative Assistant
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Key  election  campaign  information

You may be asked by your school to address your fellow students as part of
your election campaign. It is up to you and your school how you do this.
Below are three questions that could help shape what you say and are

useful for us to know

1. Why do you want to be a Youth Cabinet Member?

2. What can you offer, what experience or skills do you have? 

3. The Youth Cabinet works on the top issues voted in via the UK Youth Parliament’s
Make Your Mark ballot. 

'Protecting the environment' and 'addressing domestic violence' were last year's top
issues, but they may change this year - tell us what you think the main issues are
locally and how you might address these?
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